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(i)

We aimed to clarify how first language (L1) influences second language (L2)
development, examining specific grammatical items. First, we studied L2 acquisition of Japanese syntactic
v-v compounds by L1 speakers of Korean, which has lexical v-v compounds but not syntactic complex verbs.
Korean speakers could produce lexical v-v compounds found in their L1, but not the syntactic v-v
compounds in Japanese. We also examined L2 acquisition of plural morphologz, where L1 English L2 Japanese
learners and L1 Japanese L2 English learners were tested on knowledge of the plural markers “ -tachi”
(Japanese) or “ -s” (English), respectively. Results showed L1 English speakers could successfull
acquire -tachi, but L1 Japanese speakers had difficulty with -s, suggesting they overgeneralized the
English plural, as Japanese lacks syntactic distinctions for countable/uncountable nouns. Taken together,
these studies demonstrate how certain L1 grammatical features influence L2 language development.
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