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Comprehensive research on attitudes toward accented English and the perceptions of
Japanese English in a global era
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The study investigated whether only Japanese speakers of English negatively
perceive their own accented English or if non-Japanese also consider Japanese-accented English difficult
for others to understand. A total of 290 participants from 7 countries judged their own English through a
questionnaire. The results found that Japanese had the most negative attitudes toward their own English;
they were neither confident in nor happy with their own English, and had little desire of maintaining it
as 1t was. In addition, they were hesitant to speak, as they felt self-conscious about their accented
English. For the second question, the participants from the first surve¥ and 44 Americans judged 4
Japanese male English users for 10 items including comprehension, intelligence, and fluency. Overall, the
more native-like a speaker was, the more positively he was judged across the groups. Interestingly,
however, Americans tended to accept the strong Japanese-accented English more than other groups.
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