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研究成果の概要（和文）：2012年度から現在に至るまで、私はヨーロッパ、米国、そして日本国内で「近現代に
敗北・トラウマ的な戦争体験を受けた集団はどのように「自己治療」をするか」を研究してきました。2012年度
から2015年度までに、私はヨーロッパと米国を中心にフォーカスして研究して、大量のデータを集めましたが、
具体的な「結論」まで結び付けることができずにいた所で、2016年度の春から「広島・長崎被爆者」を中心に研
究する「進路変更」を決めてから、現在まで２０人以上の被爆者とインタビューを収録して、また、被爆者コミ
ュニティーと同行して貴重な観察データも集めました。近い内にそれに関する国際的な研究結果が実る事を期待
します。

研究成果の概要（英文）：This is an "ongoing progress" report on research on war memory in modern 
cultures begun in (24520726) continuing in my present Kakenhi project (18K00908), starting in April 
2018. From 2012 to 2015, I focused on the commemoration of defeat and other war trauma in European 
and American public space (museums, cemeteries, etc.). While I collected a huge amount of data and 
experience during this earlier stage of research, I experienced great difficulty in concretizing 
these results toward publication. As a result, since May 2016, continuing my theme of war/defeat on 
cultures and individuals in the modern era, I have used the remainder of the Kakenhi travel budget 
to interview Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombing survivors and observe the memorialization 
activities of hibakusha groups. This change to hibakusha research, building on knowledge and 
insights I acquired in the earlier research stage, shows great promise for producing world class 
results which will be widely publicized.

研究分野： War memory in culture and public space
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１. 研究開始当初の背景 

この研究は「近現代において、戦争で敗

北というトラウマを受けたコミュニティ

ーはどのようにして『記憶施設』を利用

し『自己治療』するか」というリサーチ

クエスチョンから始まりました。それを

追求するために、2012年度から現在に至

るまで、私はドイツ、フランス、イギリ

ス、スペイン、米国、そして日本国内で、

近現代に「敗北」やその他のトラウマ的

な戦争体験を受けた国々はどのように公

共的な追悼施設やナラティブを利用して

その歴史を解釈するのか、というテーマ

を研究してきました。 

 

While this report is officially a "final" report 

of results from this Kakenhi project 

(24520726), in actuality, it should be 

considered an "ongoing progress" report on 

research on war memory in modern cultures 

begun in (24520726) continuing in my 

present Kakenhi project, “Hibakusha 

Communities in the 21st Century” 

(18K00908), which began in April 2018. 

This "in progress" status reflects a major 

change in research direction I undertook 

beginning in May 2016, shifting research 

efforts from overseas subjects to instead 

focus on Hiroshima and Nagasaki hibakusha 

memorialization activities. I determined that 

this shift in research focus was merited 

because during 2015 I began to feel that the 

subject of the research to that point – while 

very productive in terms of sheer volume of 

data collected, and also in terms of the wide 

network of professional contacts it allowed 

me to make in academia as well as numerous 

war museums around the world – was 

nevertheless too broad and still somewhat 

too abstract and theoretical to publish as-is. 

Instead, I believe that that period of initial 

research can be more usefully considered to 

have been theoretical/conceptual preparation 

for the truly “golden opportunity” for 

research I have enjoyed since 2016, when 

various hibakusha groups around Japan 

accepted me to participate in and observe 

their community activities and to allow me 

to interview their individual members. 

 

２．研究の目的 

The objective of this research project has 

been to examine how various communities 

in the modern era of industrialized total war 

(1861-1945) have attended to the “damage 

control” to their respective cultures after 

experiencing defeat and/or equivalent trauma 

in wars during this period. In terms of 

material, it was decided to focus on: sites of 

memory in public space, such as memorials, 

cemeteries, and museums, which presented 

“explanatory narratives” of the war 

experience which could be compared with 

others in other cultures and other wars, 

looking for patterns of similarity and 

difference; observation, whenever and 

wherever possible, of memorial ceremonies 

at such sites; and (particularly since Summer 

2016), interviews with war survivors who 

participate in memorial activities and/or 

survivor groups (such as hibakusha support 

groups). Ultimately – and this is, again, an 

ongoing research question in my current 

kakenhi project (18K00908) – I seek new 

insight, through historical research and 

ethnographic observation into the methods 

by which cultures employ “symbolic action” 

to repair themselves – both at the level of 

community and individual – after traumatic 

war-related experiences.  



 

３．研究の方法 

In terms of data collection and methodology, 

I can divide my overall efforts during 

2012-2017 into five main areas:  

 

1) In the Summer of 2012, I conducted an 

exhaustive survey of World War One and 

Two sites of memory in European (Germany, 

France, and UK) public space, including 

memorials in city streets, parks, and 

government buildings, churches and schools, 

military cemeteries, and war-themed 

museums.  

 

2) In the Spring and Summer of 2013, I 

conducted a similar survey of Spanish Civil 

War (1936-1939) sites of memory in the 

cities of Madrid, Malaga, Leon, Burgos, 

Bilbao, Guernica, and Barcelona. 

 

3) Since the Summer of 2012, and 

continuing to the present, I have been a 

Visiting Curator at the Chiran Peace 

Museum for Kamikaze Pilots in 

Minamikyushu City, Kagoshima Prefecture, 

and a Historical Advisor for the City of 

Minamikyushu offering expert advice on the 

management of historical properties and 

re-structuring narratives of historical 

interpretation at the Chiran Peace Museum 

in a manner that is more politically neutral, 

historically objective, and thus more 

accessible to an international audience. 

 

4) In the Summer of 2015, as a follow-up to 

an exhibit on Japanese war history which I 

proposed and helped organize at the 

Battleship Missouri Museum in the Pearl 

Harbor Museum Complex in the Spring of 

2015 as a representative of the Chiran Peace 

Museum for Kamikaze Pilots, I used my 

Kakenhi travel budget for that year to cover 

travel and living expenses after accepting an 

offer of a three-week posting at the Pacific 

Aviation Museum -- one of the branch 

museums of the Pearl Harbor Museum 

Complex -- as a Visiting Curator. As with my 

abovementioned ongoing experience as a 

Visiting Curator at the Chiran Peace 

Museum for Kamikaze Pilots and Historical 

Advisor for the City of Minamikyushu, my 

time spent at the Pacific Air Museum, and 

also interacting with staff and interviewing 

visitors to other museums in the Pearl 

Harbor Museum Complex, was an 

experience which gave me valuable 

experience and insight into the workings, 

organization, maintenance, and politics of 

war museum curating. This experience also 

gave me the very valuable research 

opportunity regarding a “comparative” study 

of war memory narratives in being able to 

observe American and foreign museum 

visitors’ reaction to the World War 

Two-themed exhibits at the Pacific Aviation 

Museum, and also at the abovementioned 

exhibition (which has since become 

permanent, due to its popularity with 

visitors) of Chiran Peace Museum kamikaze 

materials being held at the Battleship 

Missouri Museum. 

 

5) Since May 2016, continuing my theme of 

war/defeat on cultures, communities, and 

individuals in the modern era, I have used 

the remainder of the Kakenhi travel budget 

to interview Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic 

bombing survivors and observe their 

communal memorialization activities and the 



workings of their survivor associations. To 

date, up until the official end of Kakenhi (C) 

24520726, I was able to interview 22 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki hibakusha for a 

total of over 80 hours of recorded survivor 

testimony, and to directly observe, 

participate in, and record hibakusha 

memorial activities at the official Hiroshima 

(annually, every August 6th) and Nagasaki 

(annually, ever August 9th) memorial 

ceremonies held at those cities’ respective 

Peace Parks in both 2016 and 2017. 

４．研究成果 

In terms of concrete accomplishments during 

the period of – and directly related to – my 

research on the topic of “Postwar 

Memorialization Discourses in Defeated 

Communities: An International Comparative 

Study”, I would consider the following to be 

the most important: 

 

1) An invitation, which I accepted, to 

be a Visiting Scholar at the 

International Research Center for 

Japanese Studies (Nichibunken) in 

Kyoto, as a specialist in Japanese 

collective and individual memories 

of World War Two, during the 

2012-2013 academic year. 

 

2) My ongoing engagement with the 

Chiran Peace Museum for Kamikaze 

Pilots and the City of Minamikyushu 

as a historical advisor and an expert 

on: the history of the Japanese 

military’s kamikaze corps of 

1944-45; collective war memory; 

and historical narrative 

interpretation in war museums. 

 

3) My successful original idea, 

proposal, negotiations, and 

assistance in organizing a joint 

Chiran Peace Museum/Battleship 

Missouri exhibit on the Japanese 

military’s kamikaze corps of 

1944-45 held at Pearl Harbor, 

Hawai’i. This was the first public 

exhibit on the subject of the 

Japanese military in World War Two 

ever to be held overseas that was 

made possible with Japanese 

governmental cooperation. The 

exhibit, which has since become 

permanent, is one of the most 

successful since the opening of the 

Battleship Missouri Museum in the 

1990s, and it received wide mass 

media news attention in both Japan 

and the United States when it 

opened in April 2015.  

 

4) My successful initial approach and 

eventual acceptance into the 

Japanese hibakusha community, 

especially the Zenkoku Hidankyo 

and the Tokyo metropolitan area 

Hidankyo umbrella organization 

Tōyūkai, the Nagasaki Medical 

College izoku community, and the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Nagasaki 

for purposes of observation and the 

conducting of interviews. The 

success of these efforts in the second 

phase of the 24520726 project has 

recently been beginning to receive 

attention from various Japanese and 

overseas journalists, and directly led 

to the success of my follow-up 

Kakenhi proposal, which resulted in 



my being awarded funding as 

Kakenhi Project 18K00908 (which, 

again, I consider to be a continuation 

of 24520726).  
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