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The "space compression® of Hindu Balinese society and its consequences
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The present study describes the case in which Hindu Balinese commit themselves
into the customary village affairs, while forming new ties and connections in the cities where they
moved, through investigating "traditional’ organisations newly formed in the migrant destinations and the
current relationship with their natal village.

Though the transmigrants express no intention of attempting to change the customary rules, the observed
cases show the changes which should be taken as the consequences of their commitment to the village:
e.g., the reorganisation of the traditional institutions so as to place those moved-out members into the
organisation or the administration system modelled on the contemporary administrative institutions. The
concept of kawitan, meaning origin/ancestry, must be the key to understand the case because the
transmigrants explains the reason why they choose to take such an apparent overburden, by referring to
the relationships to the kawitan (origin point).
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