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This research depicts a situation in Yonaguni District on the basis of fieldwork
research, and it examines the regional strategy for surviving on an international border. For over 30
years, Yonaguni’' s regional government has been attempting to develop direct personal and trade exchanges
with Hualien City, Talwan, across the border. However, it has not been able to forge economic relations,
thanks to existing national regulations, low demand from Taiwan, and so on. At the same time, speculating
economic effects, Yonaguni’ s regional government has sought to attract the construction of a base of the
Self-Defense Forces. Following intense debates among residents because of a referendum, an invitation was
extended to the SDF. However, consequently, a rift was created between the residents: how can it be
resolved? Furthermore, how can exchanges with Taiwan be developed? This research found that civic groups
used collective memories and have become active as pivotal future players.
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