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Exploring the dymamics of attentional focusing

Iwasaki, Syoichi
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Using skelton-type attentional blink paradigm, temporal dynamics of interference

suppression was tested with Tl as reading Kana letters and T2 as Stroop stimuli. The participants were
asked to name the color of T2 and then report T1 (when necessary). The amount of interference was
measured as a difference between incongruent and congruent RTs for T2. It was assumed that if attention
was focused on T1 (which was made hard to read with a backward mask) interference would become smaller
for the following T2 as compared when T1 was ignored. The results was compatible with this hypothesis.
Interference was smaller when T1 was reported than when it was ignored. Furthermore, The amount of
interference showed fluctuations with SOAs when T1 was reported. In contrast to this, the RTs to the
neutral T2 showed gradual decrement with SOA, suggesting attentional capacity increased with the temporal
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