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A historical study on the diversity and process of transition of movements for
improvement of living conditions as non-formal education
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The objects of this research are various types of movements for improvement of living condition in urban
areas in the Taisho and Showa periods. This research depicted the overall feature of transition of these
movements in the light of perception of “ the middle class.” First, this research clarifies that the
ideas and activities in these movement in the Taisho period were affected by the concept of “ the middle
class as a leading group” generated in the Meiji period. Second, this research clarified that the

pergegtion of “ the middle class as a leading group” in these movements almost disappeared in the Showa
period.
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