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Making a model of collaborative and integrated early childhood education: A case
study of a municipality of a foreign country and suggestions to Japanese ECEC
system
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The aim of the study is to search for factors and conditions of integrated
educational services from 0 to 6 by a case analysis of a municipality in order to get suggestions for a
new ECEC system in Jaﬁan. Early childhood education of Pistoia city, Italy, was investigated by means of
interviews with stakeholders and observations of 3 daycare centers and 3 infant schools. The information
obtained was analyzed in terms of politics, administration, professionals’ workin? conditions,
educational ideas and practices, environment of facilities, partnership among facilities and
professionals’ thoughts. The following conditions were found to be particularly important;
identification of daycare center as an educational service, equality between daycare teachers and
preschool teachers including in-service training together, collaborative work among professionals that
brings consistency of education through 0-6, guarantee of initiative of professionals, and work of
educational coordinators.
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