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Building the framework for integrated understanding in diversity of multicultural
education in early childhood and description of the practice
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The focus of this research was to present a framework for understanding and
describing multicultural childcare practices in Japan. The research was broadly based, rather than
focusing on a specific ethnic group. Results suggest there is a continuum of multicultural childcare
practices from * inclining to assimilation’ to * inclining to separation’ and the approach taken
affects the objectives and activities of planning and programming. Another aspect of the research was to
study the backgrounds and childcare practices of foreign teachers who had taught second generation
children in Japan from non-Japanese ethnicities. It was found that their childcare practices were
influenced by the educational environment in which they had taught.
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