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University in the second half of the 18th Century
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The facial angle theory of Dutch anatomist Petrus Camper and the early German
anthropological theories of anatomist Samuel Thomas S&ouml;mmerring, comparative anatomist Johann
Friedrich Blumenbach, and natural historian Georg Forster were based on the classism advocated by
artistic historian Johann Joachim Winckelmann in the second half of the 18th Century. Their discourses
had an theoretical impact on the physiognomy of Swiss writer Johann Kasper Lavater, the phrenologg of
Wiener nerve anatomist Franz Josef Gall, the criminal atavism of Italian criminologist Cesare Lombroso,
and the anthropometry of French police officer Alphonse Bertillon. These anatomic theories laid the
foundation of the anti-S&eacute;mite racial theory of Nazi Germany, which made Jews the subjects of human
experiments to prove the alledged inferiority of Jews.
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