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Developing of a re-constructive approach for the daily lives of elderly persons
with dementia who can"t explain their own meaninnful occupations through language

Sakaue, Mari
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The purpose of this study was to determine the construction process of
occupations for elderly persons with dementia who couldn’ t explain their own meaningful occupations
through language from an occupational science perspective. Data was collected using a fieldwork approach
over one year at a long-term facility for dementia patients in Hokkaido, Japan. Data was analyzed using
qualitative research methods focusing on the process for the emergence and transformation of occupations.
During this study, actions or activities were found for some residents through active interaction with
the environments within the facility. However, lack of occupational unity in those behaviors, resulting
from intrinsic and extrinsic factors, brought difficulty to the process of constructing occupations.
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