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What is the melanoma-specific function of novel mutant MITF?
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Melanoma only diagnosed less than 10% of all form of skin cancer; however, it is
responsible for the majority of skin cancer related death. In 2013, it was estimated that 76.690 new

cases of melanoma will be diagnosed in Unites States, and 9.480 people will die due to this disease .
When diagnosed in early stage and limited to the skin, the prognosis of melanoma is curable. When it

becomes metastatic melanoma, the prognosis is verx poor with a 5 years survival rate less than 20%.
By using the grant support, we determined the mechanism of drug-resistance in melanoma and of the

suppression of melanoma growth by natural compounds.
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