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The process of reorganizing the public support base of symbolic emperor system
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The purpose of this research is to shed light on the reorganizing of the public s
upport base of the emperor system in Japan after the Asia-Pacific War. So it focuses on the policy process
bK the Imperial Household Agency concerning Emperor Hirohito in the "Postwar Tour™ of 1946-1954.
There was the clear purpose of comforting the victims of war for him, and people gave favorable responses
to him who spoke to them during the first stage in tours. However, when the scale in tours was expanded g
radually, a large amount of outing expense was the target of criticism, and they had to be broken off. Aft
er resumption in 1949, the Imperial Household Agency was subordinate to the government and only managed th
e tours. The government made use of the emperor as disturbing communism. But people reacted sharply agains
t political exploitation of the Emperor. It became indispensable to the support from people to be recogniz
ed as a "human being"™ in whom the Emperor impresses familiarity.
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