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This is a study on ocean management practices in the waters surrounding insular
territories. It defines the impacts these practices have on the current legal order of the sea and
analyzes state practices, judicial precedents, and actions taken by the CLCS with the aim of establishing
a system for the Int"l Law of Islands. The analysis reveals that the significance of Article 121 of the
UNCLOS - the "Regime of islands™ that only distinguishes between islands or rocks - has weakened markedly
and that a rapid accumulation of new ocean management practices that pertain to specific situations
involving remote insular features in spite of that Article. This means that the interests of the int"l
community are moving from "What is an island and what is a rock?" to "How do we manage the expansive sea
areas established by remote insular features that UNCLOS did not (or could not) address?" In this sense,
the study offers one solution for getting us closer to a true "Regime of islands".
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Yasuhiko Kagami, Recent Practices of Japan
and Surrounding States over the LOSC Art. 121,
2nd International Workshop on the Legal Aspects

of the Establishment of the Outer Limits of the
Continental Shelf (IWSC 2015), March 26-27,
2015, Nippon Foundation (Minato-ku, Tokyo)
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