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The understanding of the neural circuits in the brainstem involved in jaw movement u
sing laser photolysis
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We revealed that the neural circuits involved in jaw movement differed between jaw

-closing and jaw-opening muscles and changed with postnatal development, using the systematic laser photos

timulation method. The outcomes of this study provide information of understandings of mechanisms that are

responsible for development and maintenance of orofacial functions and physical-psychic activities. Furth

ermore, our basic data obtained from this study are important for development of treatments of masticatory
disorders and rehabilitation of masticatory functions.
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