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Comparative twin study in elderly: Relationship between oral status and environmenta
I status
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The purpose of this study was to detect the heritability of the individual oral he
alth, including tooth loss, ability of chewing, morphologic figures. Morphologic figures such as length or
width of the jaw have genetic predisposition. But, loss of teeth is greatly influenced from environmental
factors. And the ability of chewing has both aspects of genetic and environmental factors. These results
would be important for both dentists and patients to prevent compromised dental condition, and to recogniz

e the limit of the treatment.

Second aim was to assess the relationship between number of remaining teeth and arterial sclerosis conside
ring genetic factors. From our study, there was a genetic contribution to the association of them. And eve
n after eliminating such a genetic confounding, there was a significant association of them. Therefore, to
oth loss would be considered as an important environmental factor to affect arterial sclerosis.
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