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Enabling technologies for social robots that understand human relationships
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We aim to realize a social robot that participates to human society. In this
project, there are mainly three achievements. First, we built a sensor network for classroom in an
elementary school, which enabled us to observe children’ s daily behavior. Using it, we developed a
technique to recognize children’ s social status in a classroom. Second, we analyze a data about “ robot
abuse” phenomena, from which we found that children abused a robot for their enjoyment although they
perceive it a kind of human-like entity that perceives its suffering from their actions. Third, we have
developed a robot system that understand children’ s pointing gesture, and we empirically confirmed that
it helps children to ask more questions to the robot.
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