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For the gilt bronze Buddhist statues in East Asia from the 5th to 9th
century, we conducted scientific investigations such as fluorescent X-ray analysis as well as
observing styles and techniques, in order to clarify the differences of bronze components by age and

region and find out the features of casting technique and engraving technique of them. As a result
of investigations of more than 300 statues, it became clear that the composition of bronze in Japan,
the Korean Peninsula, and China had a certain tendency. By taking into consideration the
characteristics of the style and production technique, we have asked for a considerable amount of
correction from the conventional view regarding the production site and the production age, and we
were able to obtain new findings on the transmission of Buddhist statues in East Asia.
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