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A comprehensive study in deciding the framework to guarantee the linguistic
rights of linguistic minorities using Yasashii-Nihongo (Plain Japanese)
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The achievements of this study are summarized in three points. The first one
is the solution of problems concerning the rewriting of official documents in Yasashii-Nihongo

(Plain Japanese). The second is an empirical research on teaching Japanese to pupils with foreign
roots. And the third is activities to spread the concepts of Yasashii-Nihongo through several media.
For the first, we prepared, through the collaboration with Yokohama-City, fixed "official
translations™ of 562 words in Yasashii-Nihongo used mostly in bureaucratic contexts and published
them on the internet along with several useful tools for rewriting official documents in
Yasashii-Nihongo. For the second, we published a new grammatical syllabus and made a trial version
of a collection of integral Japanese textbooks for the pupils. And for the third, we made a best
effort to make the concepts of Yasashii-Nihongo known in the Japanese society by publishing books
and articles, giving lectures and holding workshops.
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