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An Empirical Study of Changes in Pring Media as Knowledge Infrastructure
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Print media have occupied the privileged status of the knowledge
infrastructure before the advent of electronic media. We chose bestsellers, publisher®s paperback
series, and university textbooks as the most typical modern print media and investigated these books

in detail from the point of (a) physical characteristics, (b) quantitative aspects of language, (c)
logical structure of the text and (d) market values. We analyzed the data statistically and
clarified empirically the chronological changes in print media in Japan since WWII.
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