(®)
2013 2016

Interdisciplinary Studies of the Role of Memory in the Appearance of Cognition,
Epistemic Inquiry, Social Relationships, and Human Well-Being

KANAYAMA, Yasuhira

14,400,000

The difference between humans and animals lies especially in that humans are

capable of trying to lead a rational life, not only by following perception but also on the basis
of memory and experience originating from perception. What they rely on in this endeavor is not
necessarily true to facts. It is rather memory that influences their future action and evaluation of
the past events. However, because their memory capacity is so limited, it becomes essential for
them to record obtained information by writing and other means, and this enabled them to transmit
such information to posterity. This process of storage and retrieve naturally leads to the rewriting
of memory, which in turn influences the well-being of each person. Each participant of this
interdisciplinary ﬁroject tackled these questions and has produced solid results from various
standpoints in each of their fields of studies, including philosophy, literature, aesthetics,
psychology and mental science.
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