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The main outcomes of this research project were to develop the Japanese Sign
Language corpus for both academic and public use in succession to the previous project, and to conduct

linguistic analyses in the aspects of lexicon and conversation by using this corpus.

Specifically, we were able to collect sign language expressions from 62 deaf informants living in
Nagasaki, Fukuoka, Ishikawa, and Toyama prefectures through the deaf associations in three ways:
interviews (for introductory purposes only), lexical elicitation, and task-oriented dialogues. The
detailed transcriﬁtion generated from the corpus created an enabling environment for our analyses of the
lexical sharing phenomenon and the turn-taking phenomenon in the Japanese Sign Language, which lead to
expansion of the scope of comparative studies between signed and spoken languages.
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