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This research program has conducted a comparative study of wagf endowment,in
collaboration with the CNRS International Research Program (GDRI) centered at Aix-Marseille
University (headed by Professor Randi Deguilhem), holding the eight international workshops in
Aix-en-Provence, Tunis, Birzeit (Palestine), Mascara (Algeria), New Oreans (USA), Ankara (Turkey)
and Tokyo. This research clarifies the socio-economic role of waqf donation by cross-area
comparisons among waqf, not only within the Middle East, but also to include Central Asia, South
Asia, Southeast Asia, and similar endowments in China and Japan. Our goal was to find and locate
both regional features and historical changes of the wagf and similar donations within the sweep of
human history, based on a common definition of the wagf, by analyzing historical materials of each
region from comparative perspectives on topics such as purpose,management, profit and its
distribution, transformation and abuse etc.
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Toru Miura et al., Comparative Study of
the Waqgf form the East: Dynamism of
Norm and Practices in Religious and
Familial Donations, Modern Asian Studies
Review, , vol. 7, 2016, pp.38-57.
http://www.toyo-bunko.or.jp/research/e-jour
nal/MASRO7/#page=1
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1. Toru Miura, “Transregional Comparison
of the Waqf in the Premodern Times:
Japan, China and Syria”, Waqf Workshop
at Georgetown University in Qatar, 4-5
December, 2016, Doha (Qatar).
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2014, Mascara (Algeria)

8. Toru Miura,“A New Approach to analyze
the Waqf Donation from Transregional and
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Studies Approach for “Thinking Waqf” at
the 47t Annual Meeting of Middle East
Studies Association of North America,
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1. Tomoko MORIKAWA and Christoph
Werner (eds.), Toyo Bunko, Vestiges of the
Razavi Shrine, Athar al-Razaviya®@ a
Catalogue of Endowments and Deeds to
the Shrine of Imam Riza in Mashhad, 2017,
370p.
2. Toru MIURA, Brill, Dynamism in the
Urban Society of Damascus:The Salihiyya
Quarter from the Twelfth to the Twentieth
Centuries, 2015, 347p.
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