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A study of crime prevention after large-scale disaster: Preventing crime occurrence
and reducing the fear of crime

Okamoto, Hideo
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The Great East Japan Earthquake saw a reduction in the number of reported crimes
in stricken areas according to our analysis of the official statistics. In contrast, the result of our
qguestionnaire survey of residents of the impacted area showed that incidents of piggyback crime were
greater in those areas where damage was greater and recovery was slower. We conclude that it is necessary
to quickly implement measures for crime prevention and damage recovery in those areas that have suffered
more extensive damage. Because many government functions are impaired after a large-scale disaster, crime

prevention activities by residents are necessary and effective.
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