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Excavation of prehistoric huntergatherer sites in China, to shed light on
population history of eastern Eurasia.

Matsumura, Hirofumi
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Current Eastern Eurasia have been widely occupied by Asians morphologically
adapted cold climate during last glacial stage, who had hypothetically dispersed from East to
Southeast Asia along with agricultural society including plant and animal domestication since
Neolithic period onward. Pre-Neolithic hunter-gatherers in Yongjiang River Region, Guangxi in
Southern China uniquely produced seated squatting burials, at the Huiyaotien Site and the Liyupo
Site, which dated approximately 7,000 - 9,000 years BP. These skeletal morphology, speciously in
cranial forms, exhibits characteristic quite distinctive from current East Asians. Cranial metric
analysis demonstarted their close affinities to current Australo-Papuans and early Holocene
Hoabinhian foragers in mainland Southeast Asia. These early settlers in China, as well as Neolithic
Jomonese in Japan, are key population to reconstruct so-called * Two Layer’ model in addressing
population history of Eastern Eurasia.
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