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In Japan, historiography began as an imitation of Chinese method and was
influenced for several years by the format used in the study of Chinese classics. However, this
changed with the Meiji Restoration and a further change in values occurred after Japan’ s victory in

the Sino-Japanese War. With the emergence of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere concept,
the idea that Japan had not been influenced by China gained currency and the modern theory of
Japanese exceptionalism developed.

After the Second World War, Japan was forced to revise the idea that it had not been influenced by
China and the relation between the two countries was re-examined. The only way to avoid changing
modern Japan’ s view regarding ancient Japan was to regard the Sui and Tang dynasties as large,
powerful empires. This theory was adopted in textbooks from the mid-1970s and is now firmly
established in the field of Japanese history.
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