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A study in the Uzbek vowel system formation
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I extracted linguistic data from (huihuiguan zazi), a New
Persian-Chinese glossary compiled in Ming China, and Sefer Tokhen Alilot, a literary (prose) work
written more than a century ago in Hebrew script by a Bukharan Jew, and analyzed them to identify
changes that the vowel systems of Uzbek and Tajik have undergone in the last centuries. | also
analeed the acoustics of (mainly) vowels in present-day Uzbek and Tajik spoken in Bukhara,
Tashkent, Angren, and Dushanbe. Several findings emerged from these analyses; in the Tajik vowel
chain shift, the raising of Early New Persian long a preceded the fronting of Elong) 0, and hence
the chain shift was likely a push-chain shift; the vowel system of Bukharan bilinguals in the late

19th-century was a six-member vowel system consisting of i, e, a, 0, u, and the open-mid back
rounded vowel.
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NTua.ts1/ /rez/ 10z roz
/tud.s1.the/ /dest/  dost dost
/khud.tse/ /keza/ kuza kuiza
/pie.te/ /bed/ beed brd, bed
/mig.s1.the/ /nest/  neest  nist
/thig.ts1/ /tez/ teez tez
“)
®)

4

Shinji Ido. The vowel system of Jewish
Bukharan Tajik: With special reference to
the Tajik vowel chain shift. Journal of
Jewish Languages, vol. 5, no. 1. 2017. pp.



1-23. .
DO1:10.1163/22134638-12340078

Shinji ldo. A late 19th-century Uzbek
text in Hebrew script. Turkic Languages,
vol. 20, no. 2. 2016. pp. 216-233.

https://www._harrassowitz-verlag.de/titl
e_1673.ahtml

Shinji  Ido. New Persian vowels
transcribed in Ming China. IN De Chiara &
Grassi (eds.) lIranian languages and
literatures of Central Asia: from the 18th
century to the present (Cahiers de Studia
Iranica 57). 2015. Paris: Association pour
I' Avancement des Etudes Iraniennes. pp.
99-136. .
http://ww.peeters-leuven.be/boekoverz.
asp?nr=10304

Shinji ldo. Huihuiguan zazi: A New
Persian glossary compiled in Ming China.
IN Korangy & Miller (eds.) Trends in
Persian and Iranian Linguistics. 2017.
Mouton de Gruyter.

4

Shinji ldo. A state language based on a
minority language in a neighbouring state.
1st International Conference on
Revitalization of Indigenous and
Minoritized Languages, Universitat de
Barcelona. 19-21 April 2017.

Shinji Ido. A vowel shift (or lack
thereof) in two Indo-lranian languages.
37th Annual Conference of the Linguistic
Society of Nepal, Tribhuvan University.
26-27 November 2016.

. Nagoya de Socio
(NdS) . .2014 2 20

Shinji Ido. One vowel system for two
languages: The vowel inventory of Bukharan
Tajik-Uzbek bilinguals. 13th Language and
Society Confrerence, New Zealand.
University of Auckland. 28-29 November
2012.

¢y

@

®

*

100, Shinji



