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In this research we focused on the Japanese glosses, that is Japanese readings
added to classical Chinese texts of Dainichikyosho which were written in the Heian period (form 9th to
12th centuries) from the viewpoint of Japanese inguistics. Dainichikyosho is a commentary on
Mahavairocana Sutra which is one of the most important esoteric Buddhist scriptures read by Buddhist
monks of Shingon and Tendai sects in Japan.

The findings of our research are as follows: Japanese language written as glosses to Dainichikyosho
contains both old elements (Japanese of 9th through 10th centuries) and new ones (Japanese language of
11th through 12th centuries)and this is the result of making efforts to invent new readings while
following old ones conducted by Buddhist monks.
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