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Investigating the order of grammar item difficulty: Using a Rasch analysis and
interviews

NISHITANI, Atsuko
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This study investigated the difficulty order of different grammar structures

obtained from an analysis of multiple-choice items. Three grammar tests were used and over 7000
Japanese university students participated in this study. However, only one data set, which was
collected from 151 freshmen was analyzed so far. The participants took two sets of tests, each of
which contained 38 structures. Although the two items testing the same grammar point displayed
similar Rasch difficulty estimates in my previous study, the two items of 17 structures out of 38
displayed very different difficulty estimates in this study. A questionnaire was administered
concerning such items, but it seems that it was because of an order effect rather than the
difficulty of items per se.
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Although Internet shopping is easy and
convenient, there still are people who are
worried about using ( ) credit cards
online.
(&) ours
ourselves

(b) theirs (c) their (d)

Dr. Tang has been chosen to accept ()
award on behalf of the development team.
(@ our (b)ours (c)us (d)we

&)

Eating only apples to lose weight seems
tobe ( ) wrong.
(a) seriousness (b) serious
serious (d) seriously

(c) most

Reading history books to prepare for
your next trip can be () interesting.
(a) extreme (b) most extreme (c)
extremity (d) extremely

(3) to

He told his assistant ( ) the party
because he didn’t want to make a speech
there.
(a) will attend (b) attends
attending (d) to attend

() be

Ms. Johnson told the students ( )



hard because they didn’t get a good score
on the last test.

(a) studies (b) to study (c) be studying
(d) will study

(4)

The manager () blamed the economy
for his section’s poor performance.
(a) periodically (b) period (c) periods
(d) periodical

The assistant () erased the files on
her old computer.
(a) accident (b) accidentally ()
accidental (d) accidents

(5)

The highway will be closed for
maintenance this weekend. We are sorry
for any inconvenience that () by the
closing.

(a) caused (b) is causing (c) is caused
(d) has been caused

You will soon receive a list of hotels in
the area. Please note that only breakfast
() by the basic charge.

(a) is covered (b) is covering (c) has been
covered (d) covered

®) Vs

Ms. Lee changed the sales policy ()
she was the director of the department.
(a) after (b) during (c) with (d) while

() Ms. Gibson stayed in Europe, she
learned to speak four languages.
(a) During (b) Whether (c) While (d) If

(7)

My brother has improved his English by
() to rock music.
(a) listen (b) listens
listening

(c) listened (d)

We have visited several museums
without () any money.
(a) pay (b) pays (c) paid (d) paying

8)

You need to be (
participate in a discussion.
(a) actively (b) acting (c) act (d) active

) when you

Children who play outside need to be
(). They should not talk to strangers.
(a) careful (b) care (c) caring (d)
carefully

€)

Tom has suggested that his classmates
() invited to the party.
(a) are (b) be (c)tobe (d) have been

Ms. Roberts has requested that
everyone () on time for the meeting.
(a)is (b)tobe (c) hasbeen (d) be

(10)

Jennifer ( ) in Osaka since she moved
from L.A. in 1998.
(a) lives (b) lived (c¢) has lived (d) will

live

Mr. Cho () our team leader since he
moved to the sales department in 2005.
(a)is (b) was (c) hasbeen (d) will be

(11)

You should understand the textbooks
¢ ).
(a) complete (b) completion (0
completing (d) completely

In class, you should join the discussion
¢ ).
(a) act (b) acting (c) actively (d) active

(12)

My sister sold the car (
electricity and gasoline.
(a) that (b) what (c) when (d) it

) ran on both

My brother bought a house () stood
by the beach.

(a) that (b) what (c) when (d)it

(13

Cindy will live in Kyoto, (
the oldest cities in Japan.
(a) where (b)it (c) that (d) which

) is one of

My cousin will move to New York, ()

is one of the biggest cities in the world.
(a) where (b)it (c) that (d) which

(14) Vs

() his age, my grandfather tried to
climb Mt. Fuji.
(a) Although
(d) But

() her experience in sales, Ms. Woo
has a background in public relations.
(a) Although (b) Besides (c) Whether
(d) Until

(b) However (c) Despite

(15)

The next meeting has been scheduled
for next Monday, and a new project ( )
announced then.



(a) willbe (b) was (c)is (d) being

The next concert has been scheduled for
September 10, and a new CD () on sale
then.

(a) was (b) willbe (c)is (d) being

(16)

The products you can order from the
store () listed in the catalogue.
(a)is (b) been (c) being (d) are

The classes you can take in this school
() offered online too.
(@)is (b) are (c) been (d) being

a7

People (
a ticket first.
(a) waited (b) waiting (c) wait (d) will
wait

) for the next bus should buy

People () for a job should visit a job
assistance center.
(a) looked (b) looking (c) look (d) will
look
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