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The aim of this study is to investigate what and how Muromachi Japan took
from the East and Southeast Asian cultures. Observing the conditions of absorption of those elements
for fusing with traditional Japanese culture or rearranging the traditional Japanese culture into

“ Chinese” style, sense of values and view of the world at the time are rather highlighted.
International History between Japan and the foreign countries have paid attention to contact
surfaces exclusively, but 1 foresee how the Japanese civilization and thought influenced by foreign
cultures at the end.

I particularly tried to enrich the political, cultural history by investigating various cultural
phenomena as below: (1) production, donation, and circulation of the noble metals; (2) relations
with Zen Buddhism idea and portraits of some Ashikaga Shoguns; (3) the opportunity of the

introduction of firearms to Japan; (4) historic evaluation of the Zen monk painter Sesshu’ s travel
to Ming China.
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