©
2013 2015

Empirical research on the discretion of municipalities and public finance in public
long-term care insurance

SUGAHARA, Kota

2,800,000

We empirically researched the discretion of municipalities and public finance
mainly in a public long-term care insurance measure. More specifically, we first examined an interaction
on the setting of an insurance premium and the deciding the level of care needs. Secondly, an
interregional disparity of the premium burden, its convergence, and the effect of equalization measures
of the central government on the convergence were investigated. Thirdly, we considered what is the
influence of the behavior of private long-term care service providers on the municipal decision-making.
In addition, we complemented these considerations about the public long-term care insurance measure by
analyses of other examples of inter-municipal or inter-governmental interaction, e.g. the formation of
the selfjsgpport settlement regional network, the timing of municipal amalgamation, and vertical fiscal
externalities.
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