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A fieldwork of veterans groups after 25 years
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Hideaki Ohmura presented the famous scheme of inflaming culture and
calming culture. Based on Ohmura’ s scheme and our participant observation, veterans’ groups (Sen’
yukai) are characterized as a cultural device by which the consciousness of soldiers is calmed in
the postwar days. Members of veterans’ group are considered to be engaged in the group work to
re-recognize their war experience from the present point of view, through (1) replaying of typical
behavior of the army, (2) telling various stories of the war experience each other, and (3)
attending the memorial ceremony of the war dead.

One type of their war experience stories is following: They could not escape military service.
They went to war in order to defend their country. The war dead are not the fallen heroes, but
victims on the battlefield. Their stories of the war experience are underlain by the view that the
Pacific War was a self-defense war.
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