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Molecular mechanisms for the evolution of insect prolegs
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Proleg is abdominal appendage that develops in the larval abdomen of
Lepidoptera, Mecoptera and Symphyta of Hymenoptera. The limited distribution of proleg-baring
species raises the question whether prolegs are homologous structures or convergent traits. To
address this issue we analyzed the molecular mechanisms underlying the proleg development. DII
exEression is detected at their tips durin? embryonic development in Bombyx mori .

The development of appendages in abdominal segments are suppressed by the expression of Ubx, abd-A
and Abd-B. Strange enough, the abd-A null mutant strain of Bombyx fail to develop prolegs .
Moreover, knocking-down DIl made no effects on proleg development while gnathal appendages and
thoracic legs are greatly reduced. Prolegs of Athalia rosae (Hymenoptera) are also segmented but
lack crochets or any distal-most structures and no DIl expression was detected. These results
suggest prolegs of Lepidoptera and Hymenoptera are of different origin.



B X C—19. F—19—1, Z—19.

1. WFZEBIE Y DY =

BEHRIIEH R AT 2O F T i
L LI KO T V—7ThH Y | KHl Lo
Homs & LT, MWERIC 3tz h . IEH
TERTH S, LEEn- T, BROMBED
FFZE I3 S M & I HE S 2 S TTIrbh
TE e, ZORREAS B ETIC, MHBROIAK
DI=DITIE, EDJRIEDFERICHI 72 5 57
1 T Distal-less (DIVORBENMLETH L Z
&, Ubx, abd-A & W o 2B & HLET 5k
AKFT 4 v 7 @A DIl OFEBUZHHIAIC
@< ZENmbETnWb, £-. MR DE
iT #h I 7 - T DIl, extradenticle (exd),
dachshund (dac) 235BLId 2% 2 & L iE 1 H#
5%, ELOHEESEREND Y,
—F. —HORRIFETIC LB AR,
REOLDLOITMRESCEHR TR
BIAEHE B OB THY, ZnbOFERTY)
HOMEEIIZIER & FIEN 26BN H 5,
il 30 B C a3 ~ 6 IRHIIC 1 kT

DAMPIRMEN TH Y | B H LR E T,

M 2 ~ 9 KT > TH5RLL EDOIE
MEHTL2OREBTH D, EHIERIZED
LI BRBLEFRON R DIEE EZ R LT
OO NTIHZINE TOHFFETED 72
<. W E TIX abd-A 12 X % DI O 73 i
PrENDZEicky, EHRMERINSD &5
ZONT&Ez, L, WFEREHIT abd-A
XA 2B OREIZIZT LARETHY .
Abd-B 2N IEIN A BN D EEZ Ff o> T\ D 2
LERELE D, ZNLOBEFUND, (B
JHe T i 3 B B e R B & SR T T DB AR
FRECOWTIE, JEEERIC BT 2 HERECZ
L FLES5OFETIZIHL NIRRT
BNLONFEAETHD, —HIEHE TiX
JERE EE D JEBs SR BT DI ERB L TE
54, decapentaplegic (dpp)?> & Ei.2S i 5 s
DO ETHEIND Z LA sHEE I &
STRBENT-DHLTH-T72 Y,
MEMIOREE T & 1X &< B b2, 2D
EFRICOWTIIEL M oERNH Y . B
CIXERDERN SO R ETH D
EWVWIFB LA NI TH o T, EETITMEMIL T
BEOFIKICHET 2 Z L ITRIZIEERH
A, TERERIC X R B O B A S B
DERNIEH TRV ERREBENATWND
N DY ZOREERBERIIERFDOEETH
b, Fiz. 3 BOBMEIZZENENORETH
SR I LD EEZ LTS, TD
KO ICHI BB O LRI BIE S WD e D
DT A= XNZEMT LR ooHEL LT
O EED O, B RO AE 7
WM R Ch %,

2. WHEOHM

AWFFEIX B B oD FEA R 2 9 2 FE o
HAESILREE L O ) THE 2 T35 2 &
&Y, FHEEROESL KON LE Vo728
G, LD\ TED LT Z 5 7=0)
ZHOCTDHZEABRET D, EBrbE

CK—19 (Jtm)

E LT, A EEEHE 2D R RN
BRICH D, WA aBLON T T ANRTF %l
AL, fTEEERICES L TWS EEbns
A B TR ORI Z B DA LTz
A OSF B — V2B L CERITT
Ll EHiT, FHERTOREBELRAD,
R D F A= AL L I 52 LT
X0 RO T HIEAZN . VWande Btk
b7 A ERTHESLINTZONEWN
S BERNTIAY . M & ok AR FEINE DR EE A
B, FTORIFEEHRLNNIT D,

3. WD HIE

ARBFIE TITNEM O TE R B b 5 B s 1B
DIFE L ZDEF O EZ BRI E LT 5,
F D72 FE7, Antp, Ubx, abd-A, Abd-B 72 & D
RAXT 4 v 7 BILFREFDO TR THZE ., I
MR X 0 EEEMICEET 55 260
% DII, exd, dac, dpp 72 & O E s 1% [FE
L. BEARZ—2%insitung 7V XA B —
¥a B LOREMBLTEIC KD . A =
T TN F OWFEIZONTH LT LT,
FTo. EHTERRE & 70D 1A 2 5ERZ8 5
KERWTBTZEB L CHRALT 4 v 78
A DOBENZH S L, 2 bERFD
HEITE L B 3o 2 BEREAFAT I, dSRNA Z 115+
T2HRNAIEICKD 7 v o Z oy BIETH
a2 2 X D 9REFEBLO B O FEE T,
H7o b I DR LML OBAS 7R B
DR RN LT,

4. FFZEECE

figg B Sh B ORI G & FRIX I B £
BIEAFEELTRY . ZUIMEC 3 % 6 A
OMEHT D L9 B RO FEARKH 2 &
LTCW5, —RANCE ROEERICA B A F
ELZRWVOIE, Ubx B XL Ot abd-A 35 LT
Distal-less (DI)D3EELZ il L TW D 7272,
EEZLNTWD,
(1) HA =2izBIT BERFRE~D DIl D5
T A affToO DIl OFBEHR-L Z A,
JEMREE D Febm il CRBLL TWD 2 & &
B L7, 2o wg BE O dpp @i &AL L
TR 2B B NS — 2 BoR L, lHE DORBLO
HARHME T DI NFES N TS EEZD
iz, Tb BRI VTS Mg A
FREDNERE Ry T A=A LE2FHLT
ERIER STV 5B & & 2 b, BB
BREChHDZ Lo Ens (K1, 2),

X1 DIl O3ELEE



distal

dorsal -—’— ventral

proximal
dpp

DIl w9

Bombyx proleg
2 DI, dpp, wg > %& B8k

F7-. M ~? DIl OS5 2 Had 5
72D DIND ) v I B EfTolzb 2 A,
B IEHNFAE L, JeuiEiE s KRBT 5 2
Elxlemote (K3), TNHDORERLED .
DIl (XS TR EL LTIV 2 B E O
FAZIIM B 72N AR S -, F7=, DI
ORBFEIIZOMEBEHERICEIVITOND
2. EBROBEMIERICIZES L Tnine: &
vz, — IO B O kA 2 &
Wo 7z DIl /v 7 X0 R R e KRB %
R LUTZEEICB VLT DI OFBNZERITIE
2o TN D, EHBRRA~DE
BN LR D> - D% dsRNA THEHIZ K 5
w7 AT URENIER E EHICEEL e D
Z ol BB ORI LV I3
NTERENEZ~Trro=—LDHLEE
DETEI STV AREENETE NN
Z ey noT,

EE% " | 2 DIl RNAI
" _“‘ l ' i -

"’

-

&

Yher “"-1.

K3 DIl /vyo Xy pFER

(2 WA aEHBRICBITDIEAFTT 407

BACTFRE OB REMRAT

H A aEHIOBGETRIZBT BHR A 4T

4 v VBIBTHORBLABET S0, (&
R EE N HEBL T DRI ORERA T — T DR
ZHAERE LT, Antp, Ubx, Abd-A, Abd-B
W2t 5 BBTIARIC X 5 s iik b e et
WXV, IO ORBLEZRAE LT, ZORER.
Ubx Z > X7 & Abd-A % > 3 7 BT HEMEY
IZHBLT 5 2 & | IR T Abd-A & >
N BENELS BT HZERHLMNE -
oo HA TZBWTIHEB O B2
BHIRATT 4 v 7 GERIE BB D2 < F
HNTEBY, TOIZEAENE 6 EHBEKDE
BRI RECET 5, ZHOERED
5 b, MEERES 2 (RET(A2) S TRIIE I 2 J 34
% EN ERP SIV RIS O T, RIS
LY Z T o2 2 A, A2 OfERRR
FEREIIC BT Abd-A Z LR E OB 7
FEEL L S, RISEE CIER R CTIIIREL L
T 5 Ubx Z 2237 E O ENINH ST
W= (K4 A, B, C), 2Oz r kv,
MG DAL IE Abd-A DFEELIC L - THEAT
B ERBHLMNE ST,

a- Ubx

a- Abd-A

4 A EVPRIZEIT S Ubx, Abd-A & /37
B Doy Hi

a- Abd-A

4B EFRIZIIT D Ubx, Abd-A % o /37
B D3R

Ubx

M4C EFEWIBTLIAALT 4 v/ #
{BFEEM D43 AR

T A 2 JERITE I B 3 5 B A5 1 O B RE iR
WEIT5 72D Lk oBEFEICHOWTH



o> RNAI IZHT %, Ubx & abd-A @ 2 F& R
HESc k52T 0 ) v o X w9757, %
DT T ORI JER O i & 23 B
iz, 51~ 6 (RENCITMEER OS5
7 H LARE I T M B & RE RN 0> FR R Y Ze A IE 3
Blgzshi-, ¥7-. ZOMHE|Z X - T Abd-B
DFRBITHE L Z T o7z, ZiuE abd-A
25 M JEVER O K 3E O I & RE DR A L vy H
2ODKENEESOZ L ERERT D,

() T I NA_FIEHTERL D 53 F 1

BT T Tl RNA-Seq DT —# %JC
(2 Antp, Ubx, abd-A OE(FE % Biis L.
ZNHDCDNAZ 7 a— v LTz, FNLb %
FIFH LT in situ "7V EFAE—2 3102
£, Hx OBIEFDORELNE — 2 ZREA
T HIBOTHLMNZ LT,

ZEE T O EIE R~ OB 5 % AT
%72, abd-A D¥EHLEZ RNAI T/ v 7 X0
VLTl A BERERDBIHE ST A 2D
abd-A /) v I Xy LREROFERA L ol
EFDND/ v T TIE, TRvb A=
& RIRRICIETE S B X 72 o T,

<GSR >

1) Kojima, T. (2004) The mechanism of
Drosophila leg development along the
proximodistal axis. Develop. Growth Differ.
46, 115-129.

2) Tomita, S. and Kikuchi, A. (2009) Abd-B
suppresses lepidopteran proleg development
in posterior abdomen. Dev. Biol. 328,
403-4009.

3) Oka, K., Yoshiyama, N., Tojo, K., Machida,
R. and Hatakeyama, @M. (2010)
Characterization of abdominal appendages in
the sawfly, Athalia rosae (Hymenoptera), by
morphological and gene expression analyses.
Dev. Genes Evol. 220, 53-59.

4) Yue, C. and Hua, B. (2010) Are abdominal
prolegs serially homologous with the
thoracic legs in panorpidae (Insecta:
Mecoptera)? embryological evidence. J.
Morphol. 271: 1366-1373.

5) Bitsch, J. (2012) The controversial origin of
the abdominal appendage-like processes in
immature insects: Are they true segmental
appendages or secondary outgrowths? J.
Morphol. 273: 919-931

5. EARFERGLE

(K] G4
@ Tomita S. Regulatory Role of Homeotic
Genes in Lepidopteran Proleg Development.
51st Annual Meeting of The Arthropodan
Embryological Society of Japan. 2015. 6. 13

Fukushima (Japan)

@ Hatakeyama M. Roles of homeobox genes in
proleg development in the sawfly, Athalia
rosae ruficornis. 51st Annual Meeting of The
Arthropodan Embryological Society of
Japan. 2015. 6. 13 Fukushima (Japan)

@ Tomita S. and Hatakeyama M.
Developmental and evolutionary origin of
lepidopteran  proleg. 9"  International
Workshop on the Molecular Biology and
Genetics of the Lepidoptera. 2014. 8. 20
Kolimpali Kolympari (Greece)

@ FHEFE . $HE 9 ROBEEIT S Z A
BRTZAr. BAHEIL T8 15 RS v v
RYT L (RFFRE) 2013. 8. 28 HUR
(KR - > <)

6. WA
(AR ES
M F5—BE (Tomita, Shuichiro)
ENCHFZEB R IE N2 - BRI S
W FERRs - A ReR AR ZEE Y e
BAPEAF S « == N E
ffseE%&KE: 30360457

(WF5E
B 1LIE#E (Hatakeyama, Masatsugu)
ENLAFZERR RS IR N - RS PEERINR A
WFTERERE - AW RER AR BB 1
FI A AR sueEIR - EARAFIE B
eEHES: 50281142
(Fpk 26 45 B & CHFFE 3 43E)



