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Twenty-six Japanese cases of type Il enteropathy-associated T-cell lymphoma
(EATL) were examined. Intramucosal tumor cell spread and a zone of neoplastic intraepithelial lymphocytes
(IELs) neighboring the main tumors were detected in 20 §91%) and 17 (77%) of 22 cases, respectively.
Outside of the IEL zone, enteropathy with reactive small IELs and villous atrophy was detected in 11
cases (50%). Lymphoma cells expressed C-MET, p-MEK1/2, C-MYC and BCL-2 in 18 (78%), 21 (91%), 11 (42%)
and 19 (73%) cases, respectively. FISH revealed chromosomal loci 7931 (C-MET) and 8924 (C-MYC) were
amplified in 11 (65%) and 12 (71%) of 17 cases, respectively. Gain of 731 and C-MET expression were
significantly higher in type Il cases than those with peripheral CD8-positive T-cell or CD56-positive
NK-cell lymphoma (P<0.01). Enteropathy partly presents near the IEL zone, and C-MET-MAPK pathway and
C-MYC-BCL2-mediated cell survival may play important roles in lymphomagenesis in type 11 EATL.
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