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Autoantibodies to BP180, but not BP230, are considered to be pathogenic in
bullous pemphigoid (BP). To confirm the presence of BP patients reactive exclusively with BP230 and to
study clinical and immunological characteristics in this condition, BP patients were divided into three
groups; i.e., BP reactive only with BP230 (BP230-BP), BP reactive with both BP180 and BP230
(BP180-BP230-BP) and BP reactive only with BP180 (BP180-BP), by the results of standard ELISAs of BP180
and BP230. We propose a new disease entity, named anti-BP230-type BP, in which anti-BP230 antibodies
might be pathogenic and react specifically with the BP230 C-terminal domain. While anti-BP230 antibodies
in BP180-BP230-BP seem to be produced via intermolecular epitope spreading, anti-BP230 antibodies in
BP230-BP are considered to be produced by different mechanisms.
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