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Longitudinal Research on Regional Migration and Transformation as a Result of
Accumulated Decisions of Reconstruction by Earthquake Victims
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Kamaishi city in lwate prefecture sustained massive damage from Great East Japan
Earthquake. This research aimed to compare the reconstruction processes of members of a neighborhood
association in Kamaishi, by conducting longitudinal interviews to the same 40 or more households every
year, and also a questionnaire survey to the rest of the member households. A land readjustment project
is under way in a part of this neighborhood which had a total of 200 members at the time of the
earthquake. Decisions and speed of home rebuilding differed among members of the same neighborhood, and
the difference had widened over the past 5 years since the earthguake. Willingness to rebuild his/her own
home could change even within the same person. Decision was found to be especially influenced by the
children’ s intention to inherit the rebuilt house.
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