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This study examines the use of social media for online activism among live-in
foreign domestic workers constrained to the private sphere of their employers. The specific research
target is Filipina domestic workers in Singapore who use a Facebook group designed by an NGO to
facilitate a social movement for freedom, equality and justice. Data analyzed include follow-up of
126,216 Facebook posts over three years, face-to-face interviews with members of the Facebook ?roup and
participant observation of various offline group activities. Evidence suggests that low visibility
domestic work actually increases opportunities for domestic workers to connect with fellow workers and
the NGO on line and, gy so doing, improve labour conditions. Two examples of changes due to domestic
workers’ use of Facebook for social activism are also noted.
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