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A Study of Argument Structure within the framework of the Minimalist Program

Kitada, Shin-Ichi

1,100,000

Chomsky (2008) "On Phases" Hornstein (1999) "Movement
and Control™ 0 o

This research has proposed a new theory of argument structure within the
framework of the Minimalist Program. Specifically, combining Chomsky"s (2008) "On Phases"
feature-inheritance mechanism with the feature-based 6 -theory introduced by Hornstein®s (1999) "Movement
and Control," this research has pursued its theoretical and empirical consequences. As a result, it is
demonstrated that the difference between active and passive sentences in English and the difference
between accusative and ergative languages are both reduced to the distinction of whether or not
0 -features are inherited.
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(5) a. John stole the book.
b. The book was stolen by John.



c. It was demonstrated by Mary that
John stole some money from the
safe.

d. John washes.
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(7) The question (of) whether it is true or
not may be raised.
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(8) a. Your proposals are not acceptable
[under any circumstances].
b. *[Under no circumstances] your
proposals are acceptable.
c. [Under no circumstances] are your
proposals acceptable.
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(9) a. [Under no circumstance that John
details] are your proposals accept-
able.

b. [Under no circumstance that does
John detaill are your proposals
acceptable.
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