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The diplomatic role of Buddhism in ancient Asia
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From the 5th to the 9th century, Asian kingship that accepted Buddhism tried to
absorb the influence of Buddhism through such Buddhist policies as editing catalogues of Buddhist texts
by imperial order, building Buddhist monasteries and identifying kings as Bodhisattva or Chakravartin.
Legitimacy of those kingship, which was supported by the religion, was proclaimed over other kingdoms, to
the extent that Buddhism influenced the foreign policies and international understandings in those
kingdoms. As a result, in Asia of this era, negotiations via Buddhism as one of the ideological
foundations was developed at various levels.
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