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Establishing time-series databases of party manifestos and estimating party
positions
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This study aims to establish a historical database of party manifestos in

Japan and to estimate their policy positions by applying various coding techniques. Party manifestos
are valuable resources for the studies of political parties and in particular for empirically
observing their policy positions. Yet, there have been only limited attempts to archive them in a
systematic_manner and to analyse them by applying various computer-assisted coding techniques
developed in the recent years. This study attempts to fill this lacuna by collecting the past
manifestos where possible and discussing how various coding techniques can help us understand the
policy positions of political parties in Japan.
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