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Despite his occasional criticism of Ricardo’ s principles of political economy,
Torrens would accept and incorporate them into his own economic theories. His interpretation of Ricardo,
however, was sometimes different from the author’ s intended meaning. Torrens’ claims on international
trade, including comparative advantage and gains from trade, caught the attention of J. S. Mill and other
famous twentieth century economists, who debated on the matter of who would be the true father of
comparative advantage: Ricardo or Torrens? This debate led modern economists to believe that Ricardo was
the father of the principles found in the so-called Ricardian trade model presented in modern
international economics textbooks, an erroneous interpretation of which dissemination Torrens was
involved in.
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