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The study examined the functional relationship between an ambulatory and the
central space and the apsis as a focus of the sacredness. The annular arranged columns offer indirect
"access" to the central space, and also indicate the "entrance™ to the central space bg changing the
width of columns space or the materials and design of the shaft and capital. So the ambulatory has
function to lead people entering from the entrance opened diagonally to the main axis of the apsis, to
the second “ entrance” of the central-ritual space. This system seems to be influenced from Anastasis
Rotonda of Jerusalem. From early medieval time, the ambulatory behind the apsis of basilica-planed church
began to change for organize the situation caused by the cult of relics. Some churches with the
vertically duplicated ambulatory found in the northern Italy have a composition uniting functions of a
basilica-plan for the regular services and an ambulatory for circular-moving around a focus of the
sacredness.
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