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Toward the development of prognostic indicator and treatment strategy of mitral
regurgitation focusing on atrial function
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In this study, 1) normal reactivity of left atrium to the volume overload,
2) normal reactivity of left atrium to cardiovascular drugs, 3) changes of left atrial function in
cardiac disease, were evaluated. The left atrium has the potential capacity to become double
reacting to volume overload and drugs. In the earlier coarse of cardiac disease, the left atrial
function increases to adapt the worse condition. However, it decreases gradually with the
progression of disease severity, and patients finally die when the worsening of atrial function
g[oss over the certain limit. Left atrium may act as the last defense in animals with cardiac

isease.
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