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Effectiveness of seed dispersal by animals in the fruiting strategies of the
Malagasy endemic large-seeded plants

Sato, Hiroki
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This study examined the effectiveness of seed dispersal by animals for the two
species of large-seeded plants in a tropical dry forest in northwestern Madagascar. Both tree species
depended only on a largest frugivore, the brown lemur, for seed dispersal. Brown lemurs removed 60-90% of
produced seeds by mother trees of Astrotrichilia asterotricha (Meliaceae). The two tree species showed
different survival rate and growth rate because of the specific fruiting ?eriods, morphological traits of
seeds, and germinating patterns. Therefore, significance of seed dispersal by the brown lemur diversified
in the reproductive strategies of plants.
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Eulemur fulvus
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