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International Comparative Study of Integrated SEA Based Consensus Building for
Geothermal Development
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Among the renewable sources, since the stabilized supply characteristics,
geothermal has been recognized as a renewable base-load power in Japan. This study aimed to develop
a policy making tool for supporting consensus building among the geothermal regional stakeholders
including the historical Onsen (hot spring spa) businesses. We conducted international good practice

case studies at Enhanced Geothermal System projects in Basel (Swiss), Sant. Gallen (Swiss) and
large scale binary geothermal power in Waikato (New Zealand). We also conducted a questionnaire
survey at lzu-Oshima to clarify the social acceptances of Onsen businesses for geothermal
development in volcanic island. From the result, we concluded that the integrated sustainability
assessment which integrated in to the development policy making process at the upstream of the

decision making process seems to facilitate the consensus building under the vague uncertain
information condition.
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