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Epigenetic alteration of Alzheimer disease candidate gene promoter region
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The methylation levels of brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) gene
promoter region was significantly higher in the Alzheimer disaese (AD) patients than in the Normal
Controls (NCs). Moreover, the methylation level was si nificanth and negatively correlated with some
neuropsychological test subscores (registration, recall, and prehension behaviors scores). Therefore,
such result implies that BDNF gene methylation levels reflecting neurocognitive function in AD patients
may be useful as a surrogate marker to predict the clinical presentations or prognosis.
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