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This research project analyzed the religious cultural heritage of Japan
through the perspective of textual studies. Our goal was not only to clarify their role and function
in their cultural and historical context. We also strived to create an archive of various types of
the various types of religious texts and artifacts in order to transmit this heritage to future
generations. Concretely, this project has built, through extensive collaborative research and
field-work, a synthetic view of one particular type of such sources: the religious texts, images and

rituals conserved both in institutions such as temples and shrines, and in private collections. Our
efforts first concentrated on central Japan, but gradually expanded to include the whole country.
We then used this data in order to create a new workflow and methodology to study sources. This has

been made possible through the comprehensive international collaborations with various universities
that we have already been engaged in.
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