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This study collected data from fieldwork in various dialects of Japanese and

Ryukyuan as well as the Sibe language spoken in China and analyzed the phonological properties of
word-level prosody and its interraction with sentence-level prosody. The dialects include Kagoshima,

Koshikijima, Tokunoshima and Yoron (Kagoshima Prefecture), Kobayashi (Miyazaki Prefecture), Hasami
and Shimabara (Nagasaki Prefecture), Amakusa and Taura (Kumamoto Prefecture), Kitakata (Saga
Prefecture), Mutsu and Tsugaru (Aomori Prefecture) and Morioka (lwate Prefecture). It discovered
that word-level prosodic structures are often modified or overriden by sentence-level prosodic
structures in several sentence types such as interrogative sentences and vocative sentences.
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