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In this study, we First established 1) genetic diagnostic methods (PCR
assays) and sero-diagnostic methods (ELISA) that can be used to detect protozoal infections in Sri
Lankan cattle and buffalo. Using these techniques, we were able to generate 2) epidemiological data
on bovine piroplasmosis (babesiosis and theileriosis) and bovine trypanosomiasis in Sri Lanka. In
particular, a highly virulent new Babesia species has been discovered in cattle from Sri Lanka.
Furthermore, 3) new protozoan antigens (BOV 57, Profilin etc.) and drug candidates (Clofazimine,
Dipyridamole etc.) were identified for the development of subunit vaccines and therapeutic methods,
respectively, for the control and prevention of bovine babesiosis. Finally, 4) two review articles
were prepared summarizing the epidemiology and genetic diversity of bovine Babesia and Theileria and
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