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Ecohistory of Irag reconstructed through the analysis of clay tablets
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This study aimed to trace changes in water and soil conditions in ancient

Mesopotamia through the analyses of clay objects and sediments. By examining textual evidence, it
has been revealed that clay was taken from the dykes of rivers and canals as well as from clay pits.
When clay was taken from a clay pit, the actual extraction was preceded by a meticulous ritual,
which indicates that clay pits were closely associated with ancient religious beliefs. The
examination of diatoms in the sediments of ancient watercourses revealed the presence of freshwater
species, thus suggesting that the area examined by our study was neither a brackish nor marine water
environment. Our investigation of the living diatom species in Sulaymaniyah Province in
Kurdistan-lrag revealed a new species of diatom (Gomphoneis) which is native to the area.
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Sample3. Naviculacf. veneta (figs 1-2); Nitzschia disspata (figs. 3-4)
Sample4. Gomphoneisdemaniendsnom. nov. (figs 5-7) ; Cymbdla affinis  (fig. 8)
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